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Can you offer any hints regarding what the scholarship selection board looks for in 
making its selections? 
 
The NROTC scholarship selection board will consider the “whole person,” including College 
Board scores, grades, class standing, athletics, participation in extracurricular activities, 
recommendations, employment history, interview results, and perceived potential.  We are 
looking for the future leaders of the Navy and Marine Corps.  We want well-rounded 
students who are intelligent enough to excel in academics, athletic enough to meet the 
physical challenges of military service, and who are personable and dynamic enough to 
assume roles as military leaders.  It is not enough to be only bright, or only athletic, or only 
personable.  It takes a combination of the three qualities to be a successful Naval 
Officer.  Officer candidates must also be of high moral character.  Students with criminal 
records or who use illegal drugs are not likely officer candidates. 
 
Care should be taken in selecting those who will provide written recommendations for 
you.  If a candidate is depicted as being just an average run-of-the-mill student, it will 
detract from the board’s assessment of the individual.  The application interview with your 
local NROTC Office or recruiter is also vitally important.  Look sharp and present yourself 
well.  College Board scores can be a positive factor for the student, but only insofar as they 
are supported by actual academic achievement.  A student with high SAT or ACT scores, but 
mediocre grades and class standing, is less desirable than a student with moderate scores 
and high grades and standing. One is coasting and the other is indicative of a hard-working 



scholarship as early as you can.  You have everything to gain and nothing to lose. ALSO, 
APPLY TO ALL THE SCHOOLS YOU ARE INTERESTED IN, REGARDLESS OF COST, SINCE IT IS 
LIKELY THAT THE UNIVERSITY APPLICATION DEADLINE WILL PASS BEFORE YOU KNOW 
YOUR SCHOLARSHIP RESULTS. 
 
 
If I start out as a Marine Option student, can





I'm trying to decide which school to attend. Are there any differences among the 
various



 
The Navy scholarship selection board meets from August through April of each year in 
Pensacola, Florida and in November and April for the Marine Corps.  This board is made up 
of different groups of NROTC Unit Commanding Officers (Navy Captains and Marine Corps 
Colonels).  Because of the rolling nature of the board for Navy applicants, you could be 
awarded a scholarship at any time from November through April.  If you are ever in doubt 
as to the status of your scholarship application package, visit the NROTC 
website: https://www.nrotc.navy.mil.  Three and two year-scholarship awardees will be 
notified over the summer between their freshman and sophomore or sophomore and 
junior year, respectively. 
 
 
What are my chances of receiving a scholarship? 
 
If you have a “B” average or above, moderate-to-excellent SAT or ACT scores, have been 





Is the freshmen orientation like a boot camp? 



Navy Physical Readiness Program (see Tables on pages 28-32 for height/weight and 
test standards) 
http://doni.daps.dla.mil/Directives/06000%20Medical%20and%20Dental%20Services/06-
100%20General%20Physical%20Fitness/6110.1J.pdf 
 
Marine Corps Physical Fitness Standards (see Appendices G and I) 
http://www.marines.mil/Portals/59/Publications/MCO%206100.13%20W_CH%201.pdf 
 
Department of Defense Medical Examination Review Board 
https://dodmerb.tricare.osd.mil/default.asp 
 
 
In addition to the medical exam, is there a physical fitness exam required for 
scholarship selection? 
 
Both Marine and Navy Option students are required to pass a physical fitness test; Marines 
must pass the physical fitness test (PFT), while Navy and Nurse Option must take the PFA. 
Once in the NROTC program,

for



https://dodmerb.tricare.osd.mil 
 
 
Will my scholarship selection be held up if I have trouble passing the medical exam? 
 
The scholarship selection process is completely independent of the medical examination. 
Scholarship selection is based on academic performance, extracurricular activities, and 
demonstrated leadership potential.  You can be selected as a scholarship nominee even 
before you take the medical exam; but, of course, it cannot be awarded to you until you 
have passed the medical exam.  



enjoy all aspects of campus



• Tier 3 contains all other majors, including languages, the humanities, and social 
sciences. 

 





extracurricular activities available to you if you are interested in them, such as Reach the 
Beach, a 200-mile road relay in New Hampshire, for which the unit has provided multiple 
teams for over ten years. 
 
 
What do midshipmen have to do in the NROTC program? 
 
Midshipmen are required to take one Naval Science class each semester for four 
years.  These classes provide instruction subjects from the history of the Navy to shipboard 





length of active duty is extended to 6 years for Naval Flight Officers and 8 years for Pilots 
and this obligation begins upon completion of flight school. 
 
 
Is 



The summer cruises are part of our curriculum and attendance is mandatory if a student is 
qualified.  However, we will allow you to state your preference for one of three phases 


