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Candidacy Examination 

The written and oral components qualifying a student for candidacy for the degree of Doctor of 
Philosophy are comprehensive in nature. The graduate program director is responsible for 
coordinating the administration of the written and oral candidacy examinations and will appoint 
a committee to administer the exams. The examination committee will be made up of at least 
three faculty members, all of whom must be graduate certified. Before taking the qualifying 
examinations, the student must meet the appropriate departmental, school and college 
requirements and have the recommendation of the advisor or advisory committee. The 
examinations are taken near the end of the student’s coursework. The candidacy examinations 
are usually taken during the semester in which the last formal graduate courses listed in the study 
plan are taken. 

When the student and the advisor or advisory committee have determined that the examination 
should be taken, the student should obtain a Request for Permission to Take the Ph.D. Candidacy 
Examination no later than one month before the date of the first examination. The student should 
secure the signature of the advisor or advisory committee and submit the form to the graduate 
program director, who will verify that the student meets the prerequisites for the candidacy 
examination. The graduate program director should be consulted on the schedule of the 
examinations. Once permission has been granted, postponement of the examination must have 
the approval of 



Students must be registered in any semester in which they are scheduled to appear for the 
examination. 
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